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disciplinary sense, by his chapters on medical negligence, consent, certification, and the
doctor's duty to his employer. Further chapters enlighten us on compensation, the Coroner
and the Courts, and the duties of a doctor at the scene of death. There is an interesting, albeit
brief, discussion on the topical issue of organ transplantation.
In the clinical chapters of the book Dr. Knight deals in a most interesting way with
sudden natural and unnatural death, wounds, motor vehicle injuries, asphyxia, drowning,
sexual and allied offences, etc. These are useful contributions on such important current issues
as suddent infant death ("cot death"), the battered baby syndrome, the drinking driver, drug
legislation and the legal aspects of mental disorders.
The book concludes with a summary of the major changes in death certification and
coroner's procedure recommended by the Brodrick Committee in their long-awaited report.
(No action has as yet been taken by the Government so that the proposed changes, many
of which have aroused controversy, are still pending).
No photographs are to be found within the book but their absence is more than compensated
for by a series of original and somewhat novel diagrams, which go far towards summarising
the subject matter of the text. These should prove particularly pleasing to the student reader!
Throughout, the book is concise, practical, well-written and, above all, interesting. It should
be read by every senior student, indeed by every doctor regardless of his particular interest
or speciality, since in these days of increasing litigation, coupled with a decline in the
teaching of forensic medicine, the potential for costly mistakes is indeed great. Moderately
priced at £3.00, the book offers good value for money. My personal hope is that in the
editions which must surely follow, the author may be persuaded to consider in greater depth
some of the fascinating topical issues to which he has introduced us in his first edition.
D.J.L.C.
AN INTRODUCTION TO HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY. By G. H. Green, Third
Edition. (Pp. 232. Illustrated. £2.20). London: Oixford University Press, 1972.
The appearance of the third edition of this short text a decade after the appearance of
the first edition is a clear indication of its popularity. It is the sort of book that teachers
of physiology rarely recommend but students of physiology persist in buying. From the
teacher's point of view it appears didactic, dull and truncated; from the student's point of
view it appears short, cheap, clear and adequate in content for passing examinations. Truth
probably lies somewhere in the middle ground. Its main value is in providing what the title
expresses as an "introduction" to human physiology. In the first approach to a subject a
surfeit of information may confuse rather than clarify.
There are only minor differences between the third edition and the second. Some newer
topics such as prostaglandins and cyclic AMP are now included and all units have been
converted to the S.I. unit system. The successful style and format have been retained.
However, the cover is blue instead of yellow. I.C.R.
PHYSIOLOGY, A CLINICAL APPROACH. By G. R. Kelman, M.D., Ph.D.,
M.R.C.P.(Ed.). (Pp. 188, Illustrated. £1.25). Edinburgh alnd London: Churchill
Livingstone, 1972.
THERE has been growing tendancy in the last few decades to think about disease in terms
of breakdown of normal function rather than in terms of the end results of the pathological
change. Though the latter approach is necessary in diagnosing disease by pattern recognition,
the former approach permits a greater understanding of the disease and puts the doctor
in a much better position to think intelligently about its prognosis and treatment.
This short and well written book will be helpful to doctors and students who are interested
in the latter approach. The book describes the physiological consequences of organ failure
as it affects the cardiovascular, respiratory, renal, haemopoietic and other systems. The section
on the nervous system, which was not written by Professor Kelman is rather different.
101It deals more with neuropharmacology than the physiological consequences of neurological
damage. It would have been useful to have extended the author's approach to this system.
However, it is a valuable book at a modest price and can be widely recommended.
I.C.R.
THE EARLY DIAGNOSIS OF THE ACUTE ABDOMEN. By Sir Zachary Cope.
Fourteenth Edition. (Pp. 210, £1.20). London: Oxford University Press, 1972.
SIR ZACHARY COPE'S book is written and presented in a style no longer acceptable. Some
of the content is repetitive, some imaginative and some irrelevant. Nevertheless, the author
describes clinical facts and observations of value which we are in danger of overlooking
today.
If the content of the book was re-styled to make it more incisive then, in a smaller contribu-
tion, we would have a more readable and more useful volume. In its present form its chief
interest will be to those with clinical experience, who are prepared to plough through its
pages to obtain the reminders and the insights which can undoubtedly be gleaned from it.
J.D.A.R.
PREVENTIVE MEDICINE, COMMUNITY HEALTH AND SOCIAL
SERVICES. By J. B. Meredith Davies. Second Edition. (Pp. 331, £1.75).
London: Bailliere Tindall, 1971.
THIS is a small book containing a remarkable amount of information. For these reasons it
has proved popular with medical undergraduates. In the second edition additional informa-
tion is given on health centres, family planning and the social services. The author rightly
points out the increasing importance of a knowledge of the social services to the practising
doctor, especially in the care of the elderly, the mentally disordered, children in need and
the handicapped.
Vital statistics, epidemiology and preventive medicine in general practice and the
organisation of the health services are dealt with in other sections.
There is insufficient information on epidemiological methods of investigation and the
use of these methods in studying health services.
Demographic factors, the population explosion, variation in biological characteristics,
the methods of comparing two or more population groups are not adequately covered.
So far as it goes this is a useful book for medical students but to acquire the knowledge
of social medicine now expected of the medical undergraduate additional reading is necessary
especially concerning the above topics. I p
GYNAECOLOGY ILLUSTRATED. By M. M. Garvey, A. D. T. Gowan, C. H.
Hodge and R. Callender. (Pp. xi+492. Illustrated. £3.00). Edinburgh and
London: Churchill Livingstone, 1972.
THIS book is on similar lines to "Obstetrics Illustrated" which was published about three
years ago; the emphasis is upon the visual presentation of the subject with a minimum of
text. Liberal used has been made of line drawings and diagrams. The material contained
in the nineteen chapters covers very adequately the range of diseases affecting the female
genital tract. There are excellent up to date sections on gynaccoliogical endocrine diseases,
stress incontinence and radiotherapy. For obvious reasons some clinical lesions cannot be
very adequately illustrated by this technique.
This book is aimed primarily at the undergraduate and towards this aim there is perhaps
too much emphasis on surgical technique. There are no less than nine methods illustrated
for the repair of vesico-vaginal fistula.
I consider this book a useful addition for the student - it is very easy perused and the
knowledge readily assimilated. In this age of rapidly increasing prices, it is very welcome
to see this new book of almost 500 pages produced for as little as £3.00. W.T.
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